@Congress of the United States
MWashington, DC 20315

March 9, 2009

The Honorable Susan Rice

Permanent Representative of the United States to the United Nations
140 East 45th Street

New York, NY 10017

Dear Madame Ambassador:

We write with great concern regarding the grave humanitarian crisis in northern Sri Lanka.
Human rights groups report that up to 200,000 civilians are trapped in the Vanni region, amid
fighting between Sri Lankan Government forces and the Liberation Ti gers of Tamil Eelam.
Most have been cut off from outside food and medical supplies for weeks, and their lives are
threatened both by the fighting and their humanitarian needs. Human Rights Watch reports that
2,000 Tamil civilians have been killed since January, and more than 7,000 Tamil civilians have
been wounded.

We appreciate the good work of the Obama Administration, in concert with the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), to arrange delivery of humanitarian aid and to press for
protection of noncombatants in northern Sri Lanka. At the same time, given the gravity of the
situation, we urge that you engage the Sri Lankan Government at senior levels and press for full
protection of all civilians, authorization for active involvement by United Nations agencies in
humanitarian relief, and progress toward a political settlement that grants ethnic Tamils
participation in national governance and an end to discrimination against them.

Your active leadership at the United Nations at this critical time can help save thousands of lives
and make progress toward a sustainable political settlement to end the horrific cycle of violence
in the country. We urge increased action to mobilize the international community to guarantee
the safety of all civilian noncombatants and to provide increased food and medical supplies to
head off further deaths and suffering. We note that UN Under-Secretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief John Holmes recently visited Sri Lanka and called
for immediate progress on the humanitarian situation. We urge you to continue to press other
UN Security Council members to bring the crisis in Sri Lanka to the agenda of the Security
Council.
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